




Boone, North Carolina
	 Boone lies nestled in a small valley in the heart of the Southern Appalachians and is named after the 
hunter and explorer Daniel Boone, who spent time in the region during the 1760s.
	 Among its accolades are inclusion in National Geographic Adventure magazine’s “Best Places to Live 
and Play,” Norman Crampton’s “100 Best Small Towns in America,” USA Today’s “10 Great Small Towns with 
Huge Backyards” and U.S. News and World Report’s “10 Best Places to Retire in the U.S.” 
	 Watauga County was formed in 1849 and the Town of Boone incorporated in 1872. Appalachian 
State University began as Watauga Academy in 1899 to educate the mountain children and ultimately to prepare teachers for service 
through western North Carolina. It became Appalachian State Teachers College in 1929 and joined the University of North Carolina sys-
tem in 1971.
	 Boone and Appalachian grew up together in the secluded wilderness, with few roads and no railroad linking them to the commu-
nities that lay in pockets below. This relative isolation allowed both town and school to develop strong character through overcoming 
adversity and created a unique heritage for both. 
	 Boone is now a bustling university town characterized by beautiful mountain scenery, distinct four-season weather, mountain 
heritage culture and casual living – and it is the center of tourism and commerce for Watauga County and the surrounding High Coun-
try. Outdoor activities, cultural events, fine dining and unique shopping bring visitors from all over the world to experience the friendly, 
welcoming face of this mountain town.
	 Boone enjoys a low rate of unemployment with the university as its top economic driver followed by a combination of tourism, small 
business and residential home construction. Boone is a year-round playground for business meetings and conferences, as well as leisure. 
The cool summers, dazzling colors of fall and serene winters offer something for every nature lover.

	 An unusually wide array of quality arts and cultural programming enhance the Boone community. 
The university’s An Appalachian Summer Festival, a month-long celebration of performing and visual 
arts, celebrated its 25th anniversary in 2009. Notable performers include Lily Tomlin, Branford Marsalis, 
Paul Taylor Dance Company, London City Opera, Andre Watts, Charlie Daniels and the Glenn Miller 
Orchestra. During the academic year, Appalachian hosts the Performing Arts Series with artists such as 
Garrison Keillor and the National Symphony Orchestra. 
	 The jewel of downtown Boone is the university’s Turchin Center for the Visual Arts. It features six gal-
lery spaces and a robust community education and outreach program. Its exhibitions focus on a blend 
of new and historically important artwork, and feature nationally and internationally renowned artists 
as well as many of the finest artists of the region. 
	 Boone offers an uncommon quality of life. That’s why many visitors come for a weekend and stay for 
a lifetime.

BOONE AT A GLANCE ...
The county seat of Watauga County•	
Population: 14,000•	
Incorporated in 1872•	
Named for its most famous seasonal visitor, Daniel Boone•	
Served by four major highways•	
Ranked 18th out of North Carolina’s 100 counties in tourism spending•	
Appalachian State University’s total dollar impact on the regional economy in 2006 was $506 million •	
Recognized in 2005 by travel journalists as one of four ultimate outdoor adventure destinations •	
 in North America (Adventure Sports magazine) 
Average summer temperature: 70 degrees•	
“Choose and Cut” Christmas tree industry sells approximately 13,000 Fraser Fir trees annually•	
One of the lowest annual unemployment rates in the Southeast•	






