




























































The 2003-04 Central Michigan University wrestling team 
enters this season with its most experienced team in years 
with the hopes that it will help the Chippewas reach their goal 
of becoming one of the elite programs in the nation. 

"This is the first time since 1999 that we have a starting 
lineup where each wrestler has some experience starting," said 
head coach Tom Borrelli. 

"Each of the past few seasons we have begun the year with 
one or two guys in our lineup who are inexperienced and it takes 
them at least a season to gain the experience to be successful. 

"This year, everyone has some sort of experience, so I expect 
that we have the tools to be successful. We haven't reached all our 
goals the last few years because, at times, a lack of experience has 
hurt us. This season, experience should be an asset for us, not a 
weakness. " 

Last season, CMU won a share of its fifth straight Mid-American 
Conference championship and also captured the MAC tournament 
title for the fifth time in six years. CMU had its first All-American 
since 2000 as 141-pounder Jason Mester took fifth at the NCAA 
Championships. 

CMU returns eight national qualifiers this season and four MAC 
champions. Ten members of the 2003-04 squad have placed at the MAC 
Championships and 13 wrestlers have seen time in the starting lineup for 
CMU. 

The MAC champions are: Kyle Stoffer at 125; Jordan Webster at 
133; Jason Mester at 141 ; and Ty Morgan at 157. 

Mester has won two titles, in 2001 and 2003, while Stoffer won in 
2003, Webster in 2002, and Morgan in 2001. Mester and Morgan are 
three-time national qualifiers, Webster is a two-time qualifier, and Stoffer 
has qualified once. 

"All four of these guys have worked hard to be successful and are 
great leaders for our team, " said Borrelli. "Jordan has worked hard to 
return from his knee injury and is primed for success. Ty is a wrestler who 
is moving up a weight this season and has the experience and physical 
skills to be successful. Kyle really came on toward the end of last season 
and he should continue that success throughout this season. These guys 

2001 MAC champion and three-time national qualifier Ty Morgan 

have the attitude that they expect to be successful. That is the attitude 
that all our wrestlers need to have. " 

CMU has four other wrestlers who were national qualifiers. They are: 
Mark Disalvo at 149; David Bolyard at 157; Kevin Carr at 165; and 
Russ Vanderheyden at 184. Disalvo was a qualifier for VMI in 2002 
before transferring to CMU. Bolyard has qualified twice, and Carr and 
Vanderheyden once each. 

"These four have gained the necessary experience to reach their goals 
and help lead us to our team goals," said Borrell i. "I expect a lot from 
each one of them this season because I know that they have the talent 
and experience to reach my expectations. 

"Mark had to sit out last season and that gave him an opportunity to 
refine his skills. David continues to get better each day and is on the 
verge of great things. Kevin is finally healthy after battling injuries the 
past two years, but when healthy, I think he is one of the top wrestlers at 
his weight. Russ began to show his potential last season, and this season 
I expect to see him reach the next level. " 

Probable Starting Lineup 

125- Kyle Stoffer 
133- Jordan Webster 
141- Jason Mester 
149- Mark Disalvo 
157- Ty Morgan 
165- Kevin Carr 
174- Mitch Hancock 
184- Russ Vanderheyden 
197- Joe Yager or Alex Lammers 
HWT- Bill Stouffer 

Coming off what was arguably its most successful season ever, the 
Central Michigan University gymnastics squad will attempt to carry its 
momentum into the 2004 season. 

The 2003 Chippewas had experienced an unprecedented season 
by winning their ninth Mid-American Conference title in the past 13 
years, scoring over 196 four times, advancing to the NCAA Central 
Regional for the fourth time, and having three gymnasts compete at 
the NCAA Championships. 

Head coach Jerry Reighard has a tough job this season trying to 
duplicate the success from last year. 

"I don't think that you try and top what we did last season," said 
Reighard. "To compete consistently at that level is tough . We just 
want to be competitive with everyone on our schedule." 

CMU has set some lofty goals that it would like to achieve this 
season that would further support their status as top team nationally. 

"Our team goal is to finish one place higher at the NCAA regional 
then we did last season and make the NCAA Championship meet," 
explained Reighard. 

Last season, the Chippewas missed out on a trip to the champion­
ships after losing a tiebreaker with Auburn for second place. 

The Maroon and Gold have put aside the disappointing ending to 
an otherwise terrific season in 2003 and are preparing for the 2004 
campaign. 

"I am very optimistic about our potential this season," said 
Reighard. "We have a real core of returnees and we will look to that 
group to set the pace, not only for our team but for the entire confer-
ence." 

The seven gymnasts that will return from last year's squad will 
have big shoes to fill after the Chippewas graduated four MAC 
champions. Seniors Sarah Dame, Michele Orloski, Bethany Courtier, 
and Katie Teft all won individual titles last season. 

Despite the loss of the talented seniors, CMU has two retuning 
MAC champions in juniors Kara Reighard and Shanna Duggan to go 
along with a plethora of other talented gymnasts that have eagerly 
awaited for their moment to shine. 

"We experienced a significant loss from last season," said 
Reighard. "We lost both of our captains in Orloski and Dame as well 
as the leadership of Courtier and Teft. 

"Our freshman class is very talented and we hope that it will be 
able to replace our outgoing seniors. It has the talent to do so, it just 
needs to get some competition experience. " 

FRESHMEN 
The freshman class is a highly skilled group that will be called 

upon to make an immediate impact on the this year's team. 
The top two freshmen heading into the season will be Julie Passey 

and Sheena Smith. 
Passey has a wealth of international experience competing in 

Canada. She has distinctive skills that she has learned from her 
international competitions that should score well with the judges. 

Smith will compete mostly on the bars and the beam for CMU but 
may also get some experience in the all -around competition. Both 
Smith and Passey will be counted on to do well right away. 

SOPHOMORES 
The sophomore class is comprised of Mattie Crawford and 

Stephanie Langley. 
Crawford competed in every meet for the Chippewas as a fresh­

man and will be looked upon to contribute on the vault and floor 
exercises. She has improved on the beam in the offseason and may 
get a chance to show her skills in competition this season. 

Langley was primarily a vaulter last season, but has made great 
strides in the other events. She will help be able to help out in any of 
the four events. 

JUNIORS 
The five gymnasts that make up the junior class will be the group 

that is counted on to take the Chippewas to where they want to go. 
"The juniors are the core of this team," said Reighard. "They have 

been primed to replace seniors that are gone. They are loaded with 
talent and have to step up if we are going to do anything this year. " 

Reighard is the leading returnee and is the most decorated CMU 
gymnast of all-time. She has won four MAC titles and holds the 
school record in all -around (39.625). She finished 14th in the all­
around competition at last year's NCAA Championships. 

Duggan is another return ing MAC champion. She won the vault 
competition in 2002. Shanna has worked hard on the 
beam in the offseason and should make a strong 
contribution in that event this season. 

Sara Burtinsky has always had one 
event trip her up in the all-around 
competition , but is looking to put it all 
together this season and should be 
one of the top in the conference. 

Tiffany Dykstra and Laura 
McLaren have both suffered injuries 
in the past that have set back their 
progress. Both are healthy this 
season and plan to make a big 
contribution. 

SENIORS 
The Chippewas' lone senior this 

season is Tiffany Berra. She is 
returning from a back injury and 
needs to have a big season for CMU 
to be successful this year. 

Berra has always competed well in 
the floor exercise but also looks to 
contribute in the vault and bars this 
season. 

Two-time MAC all-around 
champion Kara Reighard 



FOOTBALL 
vs. Akron, 1 p.m. 

VOLLEYBALL 

Tuesdays, 1217 S. Mission, 11 :45 a.m., $7 
vs. Miami, 7 p.m. 

Sports Calendar Front Row Seat Radio Show WRESTLING 
Thursday Nights, Live at BW3 Grill or on the radio at WUPS-FM 98.5 or WCZV-FM 104.3, 7 p.m. at MSU Open 8 

MEN'S BASKETBALL 
vs. Northwood, 2 p.m. 
(Exhibition) 

VOLLEYBALL 
vs. Oaktand, 7 p.m. 

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 
vs. Northwood, 7 p.m. 
(Exhibition) 

WRESTLING 
at MSU Open 
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MEN'S BASKETBALL 
vs. Ferris State, 7 p.m. 
(Exhibition) 
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Chippewa Notes 

Men's Cross Country 
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VOLLEYBALL 
at MAC Tournament, TBA 

The CMU men's cross country team will have time to revel in its second straight Mid-American 
Conference title before it returns to competition. CMU edged out Eastern Michigan by two 
points en route to the MAC Championship. The Chippewas had four All-MAC runners, including 
first-teamer Tristen Perlberg. CMU will return to action on Nov. 15 at the NCAA Regionals in 
Terre Haute, Ind. 

Women's Cross Country 
The women's cross country team finished sixth at the Mid-American Conference Championships 
last weekend. The Chippewas were led by Cami Moll who finished the race with second team 
All-MAC laurels. She led all Chippewas with an 11th-place finish. CMU will take a week off 
before heading out to the NCAA Regionals in Terre Haute, Ind., on Nov. 15. 

Field Hockey (8-10, 6-4 Mid-American) 
The CMU field hockey team finished its regular season schedule last weekend with a home 
victory over Ball State, 3-0. CMU heads to Kent State this weekend for the MAC tournament. 
The NO. 3 seed, CMU opened the tournament with a match against Miami on Friday. If CMU 
advances, it will play Louisville today at 2:30 in the semifinals. 

Women's Soccer (8-8-2, 6-5-1 Mid-American) 
The CMU women's soccer team completed its regular season with a 1-0 loss to Loyola-Chicago 
last Saturday. The Chippewas are the fifth seed in the Mid-American Conference Tournament 
and battled Ball State in the tournament first round on Tuesday. The tournament's semifinals 
and finals are held at the top remaining seed after the first round. The top two seeds in the 
tourney are Eastern Michigan and Kent State. 

Volleyball (13-12,7-5 Mid-American) 
The CMU spikers bolted into a tie for first in the MAC West Division with two convincing wins 
last weekend. The Chippewas blanked Buffalo at home on Friday, Oct. 31 , and then shut out 
Eastern Michigan in Ypsilanti on Saturday, Nov. 1. The Chippewas will play their second straight 
home match tonight versus Miami. CMU took on Northern Illinois last night in Rose Arena. 
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VOLLEYBALL 
at Ball State, 7 p.m. 

FOOTBALL 
at Western Michigan, 2 p.m. 

VOLLEYBALL 
at Western Michigan, 7 p.m. 

MEN'S & WOMEN'S XC 14 at NCAA Regionals 1 5 
WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 
vs. Concordia, 7 p.m. 

FOOTBALL 
at Navy, 1 :30 p.m. 

21 22 

Tarah Trottier 
Field Hockey 
Scored two goals in the 
match against Ball State to 
lead CMU to a 3-0 victory. 
The senior leads the team 
with 12 goals this season. 

Cami Moll 
Cross Country 
Led the Chippewas with an 
11 th-place finish at the 
Mid-American Conference 
Championships. She was a 
second-team All-MAC 
honoree. 

Tristen Perlberg 
Cross Country 
Finished third overall at the 
Mid-American Conference 
Championships. He was a 
first-team All-MAC pick for 
his performance. 

Mid-Michigan s sports authority 
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schools and the state. 
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