
































































1985 MAC PREVIEW 
by Fred Stabley, Jr., 

CMU Sports Information Director 

According to almost every pre-season football poll available, 
the real race in the Mid-American Conference (MAC) is for sec­
ond place. 

The Bowling Green State University Falcons and crack quarter­
back Brian McClure are an overwhelming choice everywhere you 
look to win the MAC crown and return to the California Bowl. 

However, the fly in the ointment as far as the rest of the con­
ference is concerned is that the favorite has not won the crown in 
11 years. And, that's what teams like Central Michigan, Northern 
Illinois, Miami and Toledo are banking on as the 1985 campaign 
gets going. 

The Chippewas and veteran coach Herb Deromedi will be the 
first to attest to the fact that the favorites don't always win . CMU 
was the pick of the MAC media in 1984 but finished in third place 
with a 6-2-1 mark . 

"Bowling Green has an outstanding team and should be the 
team to beat," said Deromedi. "But, there are some other good 
teams in the MAC this year that could make it interesting." 

The Falcons of Coach Denny Stolz received 61 of 65 first place 
votes at the annual Football Preview in mid-summer, and finished 
with 645 points. Central Michigan was second with 531 points 
followed by defending champion Toledo at SIS, Miami 431 and 
Northern Illinois 357. The rest of the MAC was as follows: 
Western Michigan 321, Kent State 233, Ohio Unvirsity 211, 
Eastern Michigan 190 and Ball State 14l. 

Following is a team-by-team thumbnail sketch of the MAC: 
BOWLING GREEN - McClure, the 6-7 senior quarterback, is 

being billed as a Heisman Trophy candidate, and his stats cer­
tainly warrant a look. He entered the season with 7,606 yards in 
career passing - nearly. 500 more yards than Boston College's 
Doug Rutie carried into his senior season when he broke the 
NCAA mark of 10,579 career yards. 

"He's certainly one of the great players ever to play in the 
MAC, and at the end of the season he might be considered one of 
the greats in college football," said Stolz. 

The Falcons have much more than just a passing attack. Eight 
of 11 starters return on defense including all-MAC corner Melvin 
Marshall. Split end Stan Hunter was all-MAC in 1984 along with 
tailback Bernard White and McClure on offense. White rushed 
for 1,078 yards and caught 56 passes for 400 yards. Hunter caught 
52 for 744 yards . 

CENTRAL MICHIGAN - Deromedi said he was a bit surpris­
ed being picked No.2, but felt the voters did it because of tradi­
tion as much as anything. 

"We lost a number of outstanding football players but we have 
some very good ones returning," he said. "It promises to be one of 
the more challenging seasons in memory . We will be very 
young." 

Junior quarterback Ron Fillmore has recovered from -·knee--- ­
surgery and is ready to lead the offense along with Academic All­
American John DeBoer at split end (40 catches for 831 yards and 
nine TDs). Three starters are back on the offensive line in 6-6, 
2BO-pound tackle Brian Williams, 6-3, 245-pound guard Rick Pol­
jan and 6-3, 245-pound center Mike Brunner. 

A pair of outstanding linebackers in seniors Kevin Egnatuk and 
Steve Sklenar anchor the defense along with safety Tony Elliott 
and cornerback Carl Kloosterman . 

CMU's kicking game, a problem area last season, should be 
greatly improved. 
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The focus of attention this year in the Mid-American Confer­
ence will be on senior quarterback Brian McClure of Bowling 
Green. 

Central Michigan will pin its hopes on senior Tony Brown to 
fill the void at tailback caused by the graduation of Curtis 
Adams, now performing with the San Diego Chargers of the NFL. 

TOLEDO - A strong defense that must keep the Rockets in the 
contest is the key for Coach Dan Simrell's charges as they try to 
defend their crown. Eight of 11 starters are back on defense led by 
6-4, 271-pound tackle Brent Williams and 6-4, 214-pound end 
Bob Beemer. The kicking game will be a question mark as will the 
offensive line. Junior A. J. Sager is a proven quantity at QB hav­
ing passed for 1,510 yards in '84. 

MIAMI - They're saying the "Magic is Back" at Miami this 
year after two straight 4-7 seasons - virtually unheard of at 
tradition-rich Miami. A solid kicking game and an improved 
defense are the keys because the Redskins of Coach Tim Rose 
return nine regulars on offense. Tops is tailback George Swarn 
who gained 1,282 yards in '84. The QB will be AI Marlow, who 
hit on 39 of 66 passes in 1984 for 416 yards as a reserve. 

NORTHERN ILLINOIS - Impressive in the '85 opener (a 17-0 
win over Western Michigan) , the Huskies could be the sleeper in 
the MAC this season under new coach Jerry Pettibone. The 
defense is outstanding, especially the line where 6-3 , 263-pound 
Scott Kellar and 6-2, 236-pound Doug Bartlett hang out. Depth 
and offensive production is a concern although 6-3, 285-pound 
tackle Todd Peat is not. Frosh Marshall Taylor of Detroit won the 
QB job. 

Scott Kellar (#9':J) will likely put a lot of heat on opposing 
quarterbacks again this season from his defensive tackle slot for 
Northern Illinois. . 
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Western Michigan 's John Offerdahl (#49) is one of tile MAC's 
most respected players on the defensive side of the ball. 

WESTERN Ml-::HIGAN - The Broncos have a number of 
talented players in linebacker John Offerdahl , 6-6, 255-pound 
defensive lineman Mark Garalczyk, safety Ken Luckett and up­
back Kelly Spiel maker . But, a questionable kicking game could 
hurt. Seven starters are back on offense and eight on defense. 
Coach Jack Harbaugh says WMU has its best depth since 1982 
although a tough early-season schedule_ may slow progress . 

KENT STATE - Another team that may make waves this 
season under third-year coach Dick Scesniak. Golden Flashes 
won one game in 1983 and four in '84 . Defensive line and line­
backing are areas of strength. Tailback Derrick Nix gained 720 
yards rushing in '84 while 6-3 , 250-pound tackle Lee Bullington is 
tough on defense. 

OHIO UNIVERSITY - Former Bobcat quarterback standout 
Cleve Bryant hopes to lead Ohio football back to the top as its 
new head coach. Defense will be a main area of concern as nine 
starters return on offense. QB Dennis Swearington passed for 
1,211 yards last fall, and OU will definitely try the air this season . 
Defensive tackle Sherman Carter (6-1, 245) is talented. 

EASTERN MICHIGAN - Buoyed by a season-opening 27-22 
win over Youngstown State, Coach Jim Harkema hopes to lead 
the Hurons out of the lower division of the MAC. Talent at skill­
ed positions may help make up for the lack of "blue collar" 
players in the trenches. The play of QB Robert Gordon is an 
offensive key. Tailback Gary Patton is a slashing sophomore who 
picked up 566 yards a year ago. EMU feels its kicking combo of 
placekicker Mario Ferretti and punter Bob Hirschmann is the best 
in the MAC. 

BALL STATE - First-year coach Paul Schudel had a rough 
MAC debut when Bowling Green posted a 31-6 victory . Eight 
starters are back on offense and defense. QB Neil Britt hit for 
1,205 yards last year and tailback Burt Austin rushed for 551 
yards. Linebacker Brad Saar is one of the MAC's best. 



ACADEMICS - continued from page 61 

Sklellar eamed a spot 011 the all-MAC squad based on his.56 
total tackles and lJeady play. 

Sklenar, who's brother Joe is a backup outside linebacker for 
the Chippewas and also an excellent student, hopes he can be an 
inspiration for other athletes . 

"Not many athletes are going to have football or whatever after 
college so that grade-poi nt-average counts," said Sklenar. 'The 
stereotype that we get nothing but breaks in class is v.ery far from 
the truth. If they want to believe it, let them. That's their 
problem . . 

"I don't think anybody has to cheat to get a good grade," he 
added. 

And after college is over? Egnatuk says he would like to work 
for a brokerage firm as a financial consultant. DeBoer and 
Sklenar have each accepted positions with Price Waterhouse Co., 
the nation's largest accounting firm. DeBoer will work out of the 
Detroit office and Sklenar in Toledo, Ohio. 

"Football has been great and so has going to school at Central," 
Sklenar said. "It's been the greatest experience of my life. Now it's 
time to make a mark on the outside world." 

Each will leave an even bigger one behind. 
EDITOR'S NOTE: Central led the MAC with four players on the all­
Academic team last year including John DeBoer, Steve Sklenar, current 
starting tight end Bob Stebbins and graduated swing back Ted Hollern. 
Since 1975, the Chippewas have earned 27 spots on the MAC all­
Academic team (including 12 the last three years) and have had 11 gain 
All-American status. 
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DeBoer (#87) with Ron Fillmore, #4 and Rick Poljan, #71) had 
plenty to celebrate last year in his record-setting season. 

Chip Quiz 
1. Who holds the Chippewa record for single 

game pass receiving yardage? a ) Matt Means, 
b) John DeBoer, c) Norm Tellar , d) Greg 
Hoefler 

2. How many Chippewas made the MAC's all­
conference, first-team in '84? 

3. True / False: Central Michigan ranked fourth 
in total defense in the NCAA last year . 

4 . CMU has led the MAC four of the past six 
years in total offense . What two MAC foes led 
the league in 1983 and 1980? 

5. Although CMU has led the MAC in total 
defense five times , have the Chippewas ever 
led the conference in passing defense? 

6. What was the largest crowd ever to watch the 
Chippewas? 

7. What last name appears most often on the list 
of Chippewa letterwinners? 
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