
































































TED KJOLHEDE: IN THE PROUD 
CHIPPEWA TRADITION 

by Fred Stabley , Jr. 
eMU Sports Information Director 

"Now back in Grant ... " 
If Central Michigan University athletes and coaches had a 

dollar for every time they heard that expression throughout the 
past five decades, they'd have had plenty of extra spending 
money . 

For, that was one of the favorite sayings of former CMU 
athlete, coach and athletic director, Ted Kjolhede . You see, Ted 
grew up in the tiny community of Grant (25 miles north of Grand 
Rapids) and he often referred to the way things were done there 
when he was a boy . 

Kjolhede retired on Sept. 1, 1984 after 28 years of service to 
Central Michigan, first as the successful basketball coach of the 
Chippewas and later as athletic director. 

While the 61-year-old Kjolhede is no longer employed by 
CMU, he's not gone nor will he be forgotten. He made a lasting 
impression on Chippewa athletics and helped guide CMU 
smoothly from a Division II school into a solid Division I 
program. 

"I have nothing but fond memories of Central Michigan 
University and its people," said Kjolhede . "It has always been a 
caring university that took care of its own . Not many schools are 
like that. 

''I've been around here for a long time and I have no plans of 
leaving, either. I still plan on going to all the football games, 
home and away, and support the other teams as much as I can ." 

Kjolhede will be around Mt. Pleasant much of the school year, 
but don't look for him during the summer. He'll be up on the 
Betsie River, enjoying his 135 acres of property where he plans to 
begin construction on a vacation home next summer. 

"We've already started clearing out the area for our vacation 
home," Kjolhede said. "We have a place up there now, but we 
need ·a bigger one for our grandchildren and friends ." 

Ted and his wife, Ginger, have four sons and three grand­
children spread throughout the country . Chris is a doctor in 
Rochester, N.Y. ; Bart is a football coach in Wellsville, Kan.; 
Robert is a coach in Manton, Mich. ; and James is a businessman 
in Colorado Springs, Colo. 

"I think we'll do a lot more traveling to visit our sons," 
Kjolhede said . 

In whatever spare time Ted has left, he plans on spending in his 
garden or on the golf course zeroing in his famed seven-wood. 

"I haven't ruled out taking another job in the Mt. Pleasant area 
and I'd like to write a primer book on basketball for beginning 
coaches," Kjolhede said. ''I'm not looking to make any money on 
it, I just think there's a need." 

Kjolhede has plenty of experience in all phases of athletics to 
draw on for his book. He was a football, basketball and tennis 
player for CMU in the mid-1940s, returned in 1956 as its basket­
ball coach and became the AD in 1972. 
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Born in Spencer, Iowa on April 12, 1923, Kjolhede moved to 
Grant with his family at the age of two and was raised on a farm. 
Ted competed in football, basketball and track at Class C Grant 
High , and came to Central in the fall of 1941 to become a teacher. 

His athletic career was interrupted by a lengthy stint in the 
army as a combat engineer (from spring of 1943 until March of 
'46). Kjolhede played football in 1942 and ' 46 while his basketball 
career included the 1942-43 season as well as ' 46-47 and '47-48. He 
played tennis in 1947-48. 

Kjolhede started the last two seasons in basketball under Dan 
Rose, and was captain and MVP his senior season with a 10.5 
scoring average. He was a 6-foot , 180-pounder in college . 

Kjolhede enjoys talking about the athletic facilities during his 
playing days, particularly the old Central Hall where the basket­
ball teams toiled. It was located approximately between the 
present Grawn and Warriner Halls. 

"It seated about 700 or 800 people and had a running track 
around it, and was located on the second floor ," Kjolhede recalls 
with a smile. "It was only 78 feet long, and you had better learn to 
pass the ball well because there wasn't much room between 
defenders ." 

Kjolhede also played football at old Alumni Field, and played 
in the last night game . 

"We used to play night games until one night it was very windy 
out and the light poles started swaying badly ," he said . "The poles 
were checked out and found to be unsafe . So after that we played 
during the day. We also played tennis matches on clay courts ." 

A five-year stay at Grand Haven High as a head football and 
track coach followed graduation in 1948 while in 1953 he went to 
Battle Creek Central as head football coach for three seasons . His 
1954 Bearcat club was a state champion while in his first year in 
'54 as basket all coach, Battle Creek fell in the regional finals . 

Kjolhede returned to CMU in 1956 as head basketball coach . 
After seven mediocre seasons, Ted recruited Don "Animal" 
Edwards to the Mt. Pleasant campus and the Chippewa cage pro­
gram was on the move. From 1963-64 until 1966-67, CMU won 83 
games and lost 22. CMU won the Interstate Intercollegiate 
Athletic Conference (IIAC) crown in 1965, a coaching highlight 
for Ted. Two of his teams made it to the NAIA tournament in 
Kansas City and another fell to Southern Illinois in the second 
round of the NCAA Division II championships. 

After 15 years of coaching and 216 wins against 157 losses, 
Kjolhede became an assistant athletic director to Rose and took 
over the top job in January of 1972. 

"I enjoyed coaching very much but it was a good opportunity 
and to become AD at your alma mater is a great thrill, " Ted said. 

During his reign as AD, CMU built an outdoor track, a base­
ball stadium, varsity tennis courts and soccer and field hockey 
fields . 

"We went through a great evolution in the athletic program," 
Kjolhede said . "The emergence of women's athletics and the con­
struction of new facilities were major developments . I didn't 
foresee any major obstacles ahead when I retired, and I had other 
things I wanted to do. The timing was right. " 

The timing has been "right" throughout most of Kjolhede's stay 
at CMU, and he will always remember his experiences at Central 
as "pleasurable and rewarding ." 



A PREVIEW LOOK AT HOMECOMING '84!! 
Homecoming '84, set for Oct. 27 (just two weeks from today), 

promises to be another fun-filled time for Central Michigan 
University and its current and former students. 

The Homecoming Steering Committee has selected "The Win­
ning Ticket" as its theme for this year's gathering of the "old and 
new" as we all look forward to the November elections right 
around the corner . 

Of course , Central Michigan, and in particular the football 
team, has developed its own winning edge and looks to make 
October 27 another successful bash for all involved . 

Highlighting the Homecoming activities, naturally, will be a 
much-awaited confrontation between our football Chippewas 
and the Falcons of Bowling Green State slated for a 12:35 p .m. 
kickoff on Saturday, Oct. 27. But , the range of activities of 
Homecoming gives all participants a full agenda and we hope you 
plan to enjoy the Homecoming weekend with us. For more infor­
mation on Homecoming '84 contact Carol Furrow, Almni Rela­
tions Director at 774-3312. 

1984 HOMECOMING SCHEDULE OF EVENTS Evening 

Friday, Oct. 26 
7:00 p .m. - Pep Rally and fireworks at Kelly / Shorts Stadium 
Saturday, Oct. 27 

5:30 - All-Alumni Dinner - featuring the 25 and 40 year re­
union classes of 1959 and 1944, the Alumni Recognition Award 
Presentation to Senator Robert P. Griffin , and keynote speaker , 
President Harold Abel. 

Morning 
7:30-8:30 - Marching Band Alumni Coffee Hour , Powers Lobby 
8:00-11:00 - ALUMNI REGISTRATION and Alumni Coffee 
Hour 

7:30 - Music by THE JAZZ UNIT 

9:00 - Class Representatives Reception and Roundtable Discus­
sion , University Center , Wolverine Room ; 10th Annual Kappa 

9:00 - Alpha Epsilon Rho Alumni Gathering, Greydon Hyde's 
Ranch; Sigma Chi Alumni Dance, Regency Hall , 306 West Mich­
igan, Mt. Pleasant 

Mu Epsilon Alumni Coffee Hour, Pearce Hall 223; Health Educa-
tion Department , Pearce 101, Get-Together for Majors and 
Minors 

9:30-10:30 - Music Alumni Reception for Majors and Minors, Powers 23 
9:45 - HOMECOMING PARADE, 1984 Theme "THE WINNING TICKET", 
Clarence T uma '50 will be the Grand Marshal 
10:00 - Alpha Sigma Tau Alumni Breakfast , 107 West Gaylord, Mt. Pleasant; 
Sigma Sigma Sigma Alumni Breakfast, 810 South Main, Mt. Pleasant; Lambda Chi 
Alpha Alumni Coffee Hour, 414 South Lansing, Mt. Pleasant ; Sigma Phi Epsilon 
Alumni Coffee Hour, 1725 Crawford Road , Mt. Pleasant ; School of Business Ad­
ministration Alumni Coffee Hour, Grawn Hall - Dean Plachta will be your host; 
Zeta Tau Alpha Alumni Coffee Hour, 601 South Main , Mt. Pleasant. 
10:30 - Foreign Language Alumni Coffee Hour, Pearce Hall , 3rd floor ; Hospitality 
Services Association (Alumni) Tailgate , South stadium parking lot - Look for the 
tent . Post-game gathering as well. 
11:00-1 :00 p.m. - Alumni Century Club Tent Luncheon and Entertainment. 
11:30 - Phi Chi Theta Alumni Tailgate. Contact Lisa Boehm for details - (517) 
773-5760 

Afternoon 
12:35 - CMU vs BOWLING GREEN STATE, Kelly / Shorts Stadium 
Central Michigan LIFE Alumni Reunion , Riverwood Golf Club 
Alpha Epsilon Rho Alumni , Moore Hall Studio A 
Sigma Chi Alumni are invi ted to the new house dedication, 604 South Main, Mt. 
Pleasant 
4:00 - All-Alumni Reception - Ballrooms A & B, University Center. Join us for 
hors d'oeuvres and music by: THE JAZZ UNIT; Zeta Tau Alpha Alumni Meal, Zeta 
House 
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Chip Quiz 
1. What has been Curtis Adam's biggest game 

rushing as a Chippewa1 
2. Who has kicked the most field goals in one 

season as a Chippewa1 a) Novo Bojovic, b) 
Rade Savich, c) Mike Franckowiak 

3. What Chippewa ranks first in career total of­
fense1 a) Gary Hogeboom, b) Pat Boyd, c) 
Willie Todd, d) Walt Hodges 

4. Who are the three Mid-American Conference 
teams coach Herb Deromedi has not lost t01 

S. Who led CMU in tackles last season1 
6. True or False: Central had more penalty yar­

dage than its opponents in 19831 
7. True or False : A Herb Deromed team has never 

been shut out in Kelly / Shorts Stadium1 
8. Who is the all-time CMU leader in tackles1 a) 

Ray Bentley, b) Bryan Gross, c) Denny lafleur, 
d) Jim Bowman. 

9. What Chippewa quarterback ranks first on the 
career touchdown pass Iist1 a) Gary Hogeboom, 
b) Ron Rummel , c) Andy McDonald, d) Bob 
Miles il,-D, 6li a: (' '6 
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Edward D . .Janes &- Ca. 

More Than 112 
Years of Building 
FinanCial 
Security 
For over 112 years Edward D. 
Jones & Co. has been serving in­
dividual investors like you with 
a distinctly conservative invest­
ment philosophy. 

772-2427 

Members New York Stock Exchange, Inc. 
"Members Securities Investor Protection Corporation" ~ 

Rich Miller· Limited Partner 110 S. University • P.O. Box 261 • Mt. Pleasant, MI 
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