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CATS PROVIDE LAST HURDLE

FOR UTES TO CAPTURE
THE BOOT

Today's game for the Utes is the final game in many
ways. First it is the final home game of the 1973
season and the final home game for 17 Ute seniors
who will graduate next spring. Today’s game, against
BYU is also the final hurdle for the Utes if they are
to capture the coveted Beehive Boot, the trophy
given to the best college football team in the state.

The Cougars will provide stiff competition for the Utes
in today's game in a battle that could easily be won
through the air. BYU has probably the nation’s best
passing combo in quarterback Gary Shiede to split
end Jay Miller. Miller, only a sophomore, is leading
the nation in pass receiving and two weeks ago nab-
bed 22 passes in one game to set an NCAA record
for most passes caught in a game. The Cougars also
boast an excellent running attack to offset their aerial
antics.

The Utes will have their hands full trying to move the
ball against the tough Cougar defense. The line is led
by All-WAC tackle Paul Linford one of the best defen-
sive linemen in the country. Protecting the airways
for the Cougars is Dave Atkinson another All-Confer-
ence performer at defensive halfback.

The Utes goal will be to try and move the ball a little
better than they did against the Aggies. Although they
scored 31 points, many of them came or were set up
by excellent returns on punts or kickoffs by Steve
Odom. Utah's running game will also have to be a
little sharper than last week, but lke Spencer is com-
pletely healed and fullback Steve Marlowe should be
ready for another good afternoon.

To stop the Cougar passing barage, the defensive
line led by *'super tackle” Ron Rydalch will have to
do the job on Shiede that they did on Utah State's
Tom Wilson. Rydalch was all over Wilson last week
and caused him to throw one pass almost straight
up in the air which Steve Marshall picked off and ran
in for a score.

The Ute secondary led by Marshall and Mike Stevens
will also have to keep close tabs on Miller, although
it will be impossible to shut him off completely. BYU
is only 3-6 on the year but they may be the best team
with a losing record in the country. Several games
they came close to winning but couldn’t pull it out.

Records, however, don’t mean a thing when Utah
meets BYU in one of the oldest rivalries in the coun-
try. Both teams want today's game bad and so the
action should be hot and heavy and provide one of
the best football games of the season.

Mike Stevens, Ute senior defensive halfback (28) will have
his hands full in trying to cover BYU's super soph receiver
Jay Miller. Miller has nabbed 91 passes for over 1000 yards
to lead the nation.
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Symbol of
Supremacy

THE BEEHIVE BOOT
A SYMBOL OF SUPREMACY

The reference “mythical championship’ isn’'t needed
anymore by the members of the sports news media
in the state of Utah. With the inception of the Bee-
hive Boot trophy in 1971 the best college football

team in the state now receives the Beehive Boot as
the acknowledged state champion.

Utah State University has won the boot in 1971 and
1972 by going undefeated in the state. The selection
is made by the persons who developed the idea, the
sports information directors at Utah State, BYU,
Weber State and Utah.

Finding a pioneer boot for a trophy was not an easy
task. Pioneer boots, it was discovered, were worn
until they were worn out as opposed to today where
style changes dictate the use of footwear. But there
was no boot to be found. The search went out via
personal calls and via radio announcements for a
pioneer boot.

Finally, a Cache Valley antique dealer, Tom Beasley,
A USU graduate, took in a pair of boots from a resi-
dent of Hyrum, Utah. Beasley donated the boots for
the Beehive Boot trophy. The boot is known to be
between 85-100 years in age.

Past Beehive Boot scores:

1971 USU 29 —-BYU 7 1972 USU 42 — BYU 19
USuU 21— Utah17 USU 44 — Utah 16

Utah 17 —BYU 15 USU 20 — WSC 16

BYU 16 — Utah 7






