














































Kjolhede's Optimism Cautious, Justified 
By JIM VRUGGINK 

"Cautiously optimistic" is how 
basketball Coach Ted Kjo\hede de­
scribes his feelings about the upcom­
ing basketball season for Central 
Michigan University ... and, indeed, 
his thoughts are well justified. 

Kjolhede, approaching his 15th 
year of coaching the Chippewas, is 
op timistic because there are prob­
ably more talent and potential 
on this year's squad than on any 
previous team at CMU. At the same 
time, the Chips will be facing the 
toughest schedule in CMU history 
with nine of the 26 games being 
played against University Division 
teams. 

Practice officially opened Thurs­
day with three returning regulars 
(Paul Botts, Mike Hackett and Jim 
Turner) combined with some prom­
ising newcomers on the court to 
brighten Kjolhede's ou tlook. 

"Botts, Hackett and Turner all 
have to be beaten out," says Kjol­
hede of his possible starting lineup, 
"and Ben Kelso and Ricardo Thomas 
should add a lot of talent." 

LEADING SCORER 
Botts, a 6-feet-4 senior guard who 

Kjolhede calls an All-American can­
didate, was Central's leading scorer 
last year with a 17.7 average in 
pacing the Chips to a 22-5 season 
and second place in the NCAA 
Great Lakes Regional. Botts is ex­
pected to lead the Chippewa fast 
break and be the best shooter and 
a top rebounder on the club. 

Hackett, who along with Botts 
was a unanimous all-conference se­
lection last year in the final season 
of the Interstate Intercollegiate Ath­
letic Conference, is a 6-feet-6 senior 

BOTTS TURNER 

center and the leading rebounder 
on the team. Hacket has apparently 
recovered from a broken bone in 
his right foot, an injury he sustained 
in late August. 

Turner, a 6-feet-4 jumping-jack 
senior, is back at one forward posi­
tion. The Muskegon Heights product 
was the second best rebounder on 
last year's squad. 

POTENTIAL STARTERS 
Kelso and Thomas could break 

into the starting lineup at the guard 
and forward positions, respectively, 
for the season opener at Calvin Col­
lege in Grand Rapids. Kelso, a 6-
feet-2 sophomore, is back on the 
CMU roster completely repaired 
after missing the entire 1969-70 sea­
son with a knee injury. 

Two years ago, Kelso paced the 
freshman team in scoring with a 
22-point average. Thomas, a 6-feet-3 
junior, is a transfer student from 
Highland Park Community College 
where he performed with authority 
for two years. 

Other returning lettermen who 
should make a major contribution 
to this year's team include Art 
Burgman, Denny Kuiper, Dave Gor­
don, Ron Flutur, Bob Sarachman, 
and Kurt Madden. Highly regarded 
among the newcomers are sopho-
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mores Chris Young, Maynard Craw­
ley, Ray Poole, and Bob vonReich­
bauer up from the freshman team. 
Dave McDonald, a transfer from the 
University of Detroit, will be eligible 
for competition after the first semes­
ter. Dick Swenor and Marv Oesterle, 
two other sophs, are other strong 
candidates. 

This year's varsity prospects pro­
duced a combined 37-5 record over 
the last three years in freshman 
competition under Dick Parfitt, who 
has taken over as varsity assistant 
this year while Walt Schneider now 
will coach the freshmen. 

NEW TO SCHEDULE 
New on the Chips' schedule for 

the '70-'71 season are two tough­
tournament-tested teams, Central 
State of Ohio and St. Joseph's of 
Indiana. The latter defeated the 
Chips in the NCAA regional finals 
last March. In addition, CMU will 
meet three new opponents in De­
cember, playing San Fernando Valley 
State at home, Buffalo University on 
the road and Michigan State at East 
Lansing. During the holiday season, 
the Chips will be participating in the 
St. Cloud (Minn.) Granite City 
classic. 

Beside the newcomers on the 
schedule, several old rivals will pro­
vide difficult tests for the Chips this 
year. The schedule again includes 
Northern Illinois, Northern Michi­
gan, Western Michigan, Indiana 
State, Akron, Ball State, Wayne 
State, Illinois State, Western Illinois, 
Eastern Illinois, Ferris State, Alma, 
and Calvin. 

"Our goal," says Kjolhede, "is to 
win games and to get into the post­
season tournament." 
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